Brain Food Served Here.

Nourish your mind and keep it razor sharp with a healthy dose of astonishing articles….true tales all written in a twisted way to teach and amuse you.
Amaze your friends, family and colleagues with your new-found wealth of knowledge….all from an upstart magazine that Newsweek calls 
a ‘smart (-alecky) read.’ 
Dear Lover of Learning:

If you’re like me, you have a stockpile of books, magazines, newspapers and novels scattered about your home or office…a treasure trove of reading material that you absolutely cannot discard.   

We have this insatiable appetite to learn something new every day…to discover the ‘hidden’ world around us…to go beyond what’s written in the mass media…to feed our mind with elusive facts and data that few people know exists. 

Let’s face it…we’re knowledge junkies.  There’s no known cure for this maddening craving, but there is an outlet.  A publication that blurs the line between education and entertainment…uncovers the trivial and the peculiar….gives you more oddball stories than any other magazine produced today.   
Does this description fit you?


You know you’re a knowledge junkie when you take delight in reading about the unusual, the obscure, the little-known facts and behind-the-scenes truths about people, places and events. 

 You’re the kind of person who loves watching game shows (when you watch TV at all) or working on crossword puzzles. You relish in turning heads at the office or at a party with some little-known factoid that you came across in a book or magazine.  


But here’s the catch.  You don’t have time to dig for this information nor do you have the patience to search every bookstand or website to get your knowledge ‘fix.’  You want an educational magazine that you can read anywhere, anytime….a magazine that can tackle any subject matter and make it fun and easy to understand. 
Discover the stories behind the stories.

My name is Neely Harris and I’m editor-in-chief of mental_floss magazine.  I invite you to come behind the scenes with us as our intrepid writers uncover weird details, inside secrets of the famous and historic and how things really work...in short a publication that the LA Times says is “chock full of stuff you might not need to know, but will make you feel better that you do.”


What you will get every other month is a magazine dripping with short articles and full-length features on topics that are strange, but true. Our writers spend countless hours poring over facts and techno-babble and condense it all down for you in quick, easy-to-read smart bites and explanations.   
Each section gives your brain a workout.

There is a method to our madness in each issue of mental_floss.  The magazine is broken down into six distinct sections designed to entertain and educate you:
Features—This popular section takes one topic and turns it inside out. The feature playfully analyzes the subject from every possible perspective, and then patches the cracks with interesting blurbs and facts.  We’ve covered the famous and obscure like…
· Tattletales who changed the world…..countries you can’t spell or pronounce or find on a map….famous monkeys in science…why TNT-detecting plants will be the military’s most valuable secret weapon.
· The journey and genius of Jim Henson and his Muppets….Secret failures, ingredients, hiding places, societies and more revealed….fascinating facts behind stamps, yes, stamps.  
 Scatter_brained—10 straight pages of quirky facts, quick tidbits and juicy history; this section keeps you grinning by delivering knowledge in a delightfully skim-able manner. Our readers have been enlightened on the following….
· Jobs you won’t get if you’re a southpaw….people who punched out in their prime….really big tech leaps made by really tiny things.
· The unofficial guide to mini-golf….pint-size sports prodigies….why dogs salivate over the Munchkin cat…how some famous people got to the top (was it their talent or Daddy?).

Right_brain—We ease you into the humanities by making art and literature accessible without trying to dumb it down. Past issues have embarked on vivid topics like….
· The real story behind the story of Kurt Vonnegut’s Slaughter House-Five….the infamous tantrum between Frank Lloyd Wright and Stanley Marcus of Neiman-Marcus fame….how a New York butcher became America’s most famous face.

· Latin phrases that have survived and thrived and why we still use them…..10 American presidents nobody remembers and why James Monroe didn’t deserve to be dissed by historians.

Left_brain—Too many people find science overwhelming, but this section counters this feeling with abstract ideas and highfalutin theories in easy-to-understand English. Our readers now have a higher regard for….
· Scientific screw-ups that became brilliant discoveries….how computerized clothes are going to change things….how hybrid cars work.

· Why clocks run clockwise….why it hurts so much to chew on aluminum foil…why getting a shot at the doctor’s office won’t hurt in the future (think sound waves)….organism cells that actually give off sound.
Spinning the_globe—This section introduces you to one region of the globe by exploring its religious, historical and cultural contributions to society. We give you enough facts to convince your friends you actually went there. We’ve covered…

· Romania and its genocidal dictator, Nicolae Ceausescu….South Africa’s hip and hopping new music scene…the mysteries of Cambodia’s Angkor Wat…Czechoslovakia’s Wenceslas, the man, the myth, the Christmas Carol.

Know-It-All—We pack this section with the sorts of things they’d never teach you in school. Comprised of fun-filled regulars like “The Quiz,” “an Underground Education” and “Know Your Dough,” the section combs through history, pop culture and currents events to keep you smart.
mental_floss is turning heads everywhere.

Word is spreading fast and furious about mental_floss. We’ve gotten a lot of great reviews, especially from the national media……


“A delightfully eccentric and eclectic magazine, devoted to teaching Americans the things they should have learned in school, but didn’t.”







---The Washington Post

“This truly and entertaining read belongs in every public library.”







---Library Journal

“A sort of sassy Cliffs Notes.”







---Reader’s Digest

“mental_floss cleans out the cobwebs.”







---Chicago Tribune
Get your free issue and start getting smart.   

If you love the idea of giving your brain a workout, then send back the Free Issue Coupon in the postage-paid envelope—with no obligation to subscribe. If you love what you see, then you’ll receive six more issues at 42% off the newsstand price.


If you don’t….?


Simply write ‘cancel’ on our invoice and mail it back without paying or owing anything. Worth a try? Then mail the replay card today.
Cordially,

Neely Harris

Editor-In-Chief

P.S.  We offer a 100% satisfaction guarantee.  That means your free issue of mental_floss magazine is just that—FREE. You are under no obligation to purchase future issues at any time. That’s our promise to you.  
